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Chinese Tomb
SMART KIDS

Archaeologists are scientists who learn 
about people who lived long ago by 
digging things up and studying what they 
find. Let’s pretend we are archeologists 
and see what we can learn by looking 
at these objects that were found in an 
ancient Chinese tomb.

Look in the middle of this gallery for the 
rows of tomb figures in two cases (hint: 
here are two of them).

People in ancient China may have 
believed that a person should be buried 
with all of his or her most important 
things, so they made clay people and 
animals to put in tombs.

How many animals can you find?  
Write them here.

 

How many musicians can you find?  
(hint: look for instruments)

How many soldiers?  
(hint: look for shields)

 



Tomb Guardians
SMART KIDS

There are more tomb guardians in the free 
standing cases at the bottom of the stairs.  

How are these tomb guardians different 
from the ones you just looked at?

How are they similar?

Make up a tomb guardian of your own 
by combining features of your favorite 
animals. Draw it here:

Can you find two imaginary creatures 
that were used to protect the tomb? 
These are called tomb guardians 
because they guard the tomb.

Tomb guardians often have features of 
different animals, such as the antlers 
of a deer, the claws of an eagle, and 
the spots of a leopard.


